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MINUTES OF MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 20th January 2025

Opening: David opened the meeting at 10.05 am with a welcome to members and noting how grateful we must all continue to be to be at CYCA. David then reflected that with Australia Day so close, we may be interested to know that on 26 January 1949 the Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948 introduced the concept of Australian Citizenship for the first time.
 Visitors: Jane Cioffi, Lynn Parker, Guler Peker, Beatriz Stolz, and Isobel Klompe
 Apologies: Margaret Wilcox, Patricia Mackey, Andrew Nock, Margaux Davies, James Stroud, Naomi Mendelson, Hannah Wargon, Iley Jones, Joan Poulton, Carolyn Killian, and unwell, Sue Ferrier and Francine Lazarus    
Minutes:  The minutes of the November 2024 meeting were approved.  No matters arising.  
Induction: David noted the ethos of our Club promoting the ideals of Fun, Fellowship and Friendship. Doreen introduced Lynn Parker who spoke briefly of her travels, her 3 children and a final move from Hunters Hill to Double Bay. 
Jane Cioffi followed and spoke of her Academic career, professional travel and teaching and mention of the family hardware business growing up in Double Bay.
Secretary: Ken advised the ordered magnetic name badges were ready for collection.      
Treasurer: Warren advised that our net balance of $2921 was ok but we had a couple of major payments due.
Entertainment: Gail Booth was looking forward to offering a new year of entertainment. “Aria”, a David Williamson show in March, pre-payment required with tickets to be picked up from the box office. 
Hayes Theatre was featuring “Pirates of Penzance” 1st March $76.00. 
Belvoir Theatre “Song of 1st Desire”13 Feb to 13 March for your personal planning. Footbridge Theatre, Syd Uni has been refurbished and is reopening soon.  
Outings: Gail Hill taking names for Golden Empire of Peru at Australia Museum on 10th Feb. $37.00 pay at the door. Robyn Weihen assisting.
Speakers:   Doreen spoke for Carole reporting that speakers for 2025 had been booked well into the year
Membership: Doreen advised that we now have 80 members plus 10 on the waiting list.  
Bulletin:  New editor, Anne is going well.
Welfare: Sue Ferrier is unwell and Francine Lazarus is in care. Francine received an OAM in the last Australia Day Honours list. We send both our best wishes.    
CYCA: Megan advised new caterers today and Club renovations due from May to August. 
General Business:  Nairn produced his power-point of the Christmas Party trivia competition that he had cleverly created and advised: ‘arnd if youre qick enogh att the bar,’ prize winners may be lucky.   
There will be a modest increase in membership fees for 2025-2026 to $80 a year to meet increasing costs
Coffee Break: 10.35 

Guest Speaker: Danika Armitage award winning TV producer and director
David introduced Danika Armitage who has enjoyed a successful 20 year career that has taken her around the world creating TV and documentaries. Having children of her own she reflected on the legacy of her parents and grandparents which led to creating a Sydney based film company “Big Stories Little Films” which turns true life family stories into beautiful short documentaries which can be cherished for generations. It only takes a few hours to record these stories rather than long writing of memoirs with no facial personality. 
Danika revealed that in 2012 she interviewed her granny who spoke of WW2; having a family; emigrating to Australia and secrets! It took until 2018 for Danika to edit the interview and to realise it was priceless generational material that no other family members could have enjoyed without the recorded film.
As her talk developed Danika showed on screen extracts of film, firstly with her dad. He was interviewed as a 72 year old who realised, as the filming progressed, that he did have a story to tell, revealing family history and aspects of his personal life.
The story of her step-mother revealed a 10 year old girl travelling alone from Japan to Sydney; her university experiences; seeing across a room the man she wanted to marry.
Each story is personal and unique which has a classic opening, middle and ending with wisdom and lessons to learn. Her dad offered 3 life lessons; 1. passions excite; talents bring to life. 2. Your boundless potential when you learn of family. 3.failure and crisis that help you believe where you want to go.
These experiences inspired Danika to build her business recording real life stories and precious family history and ancestry. The preparation of each commissioned programme commences with half day of research, then half day of filming and an editing period of up to 30 days. Filming locations can be at home or at a location or occasion significant to you. 
David thanked Danika for an interesting presentation and many members availed themselves of Danika’s promotional brochures. 
NOTE: Danika has offered Probus members a 10% discount on prices quoted till end February. She can be contacted on 0407 645 218 or hello@bigstorieslittlefilms.com.au
‘A film about you for the people you love’.

Next General Meeting: Monday 17 February 2025Note: Nomination forms for the AGM are available at the back of the room
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