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Birthdays for April:
 Gordon Crisp 1st (86)
John McMahon 1st (79)
Ian Saunders 12th (86)
Robin Price 20th (85)
Tim Hector 23rd (88)

NEXT MEETING
Bathurst Panthers for Changeover Luncheon
    Wednesday  3rd April, 2024
12:00 noon for 12:30 pm sit-down
IMPORTANT DATES IN COMING MONTHS
Changeover Luncheon, Wednesday, April 3rd , 2024
Next General Meeting Wednesday, May 1st , 2024




OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
The incoming Management Committee is in our thoughts as they take over for the coming year, and we wish them well in their efforts.
GUEST SPEAKER
The guest speaker for May will be Kathryn Akre from Bathurst Community Transport.
FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
1. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
        Management Committee for 2024/25:
President: Gavin Christie;  Vice-President: Position presently vacant ;  Immediate Past President: Ian Pellow;  Secretary: Mike O’Neill : Treasurer: Joe Buchta; Programme Director (Guest Speakers): Ian Pellow ; Programme Director (10-Minute Speakers & Travel):Paul Chapman;  Functions & Catering Officer: Joe Buchta ; Club Badge Keeper: Ian Pellow ; Attendance Officer: Jim Schaerf ; Newsletter Editor: Mike O’Neill. Public Officer: Mike O’Neill
Club Contact: Mike O’Neill 6332-2064  Email: mjoneill31@yahoo.com.au 
         Non-Committee Officers:
Auditor: Charles Fogliani ; Greeter & Badge Asst: Tim Hector ; Raffle: Barry Pickup & Allan Evers ; Webmaster: No appointment as yet ; Club Photographer: Bob Cassidy ; Membership Secretary:  Bob Cassidy.



1. CLUB BANK ACCOUNT
Reliance Bank BSB No. is 882 000 , Account No. is 300 003 446 Please ensure that you reference an EFT payment with your name, and indicate what the payment is for.  Please note that when making an EFT payment, the name Unity Bank may appear on the screen. There is no need for concern as Unity Bank and Reliance Bank are now one and the same. 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS
Membership numbers are declining. We currently have 46 members. Please think hard about any male friends who might be potential members, give them a short run-down on the way we operate, and invite them to a General Meeting. On the first visit, guests of members are not required to pay the $6 Morning Tea payment.

SUGGESTIONS TO BOOST MEMBERSHIP
Management Committee is continuing with a recruitment drive based upon valued suggestions from members and using promotional material from a previous recruitment, including a regular Community Service announcement on radio station 2BS.  This was voiced by President Ian Pellow.  Keep an ear out for it.

CLUB WEBSITE
The Club has its own website, courtesy of PSPL: 
           https://www.probus southpacific.org/microsites/bathurstm
Out-of-date articles have been removed and the Management Committee is in the process of uploading photos of relevant current activities.

ANNUAL CLUB MEMBERSHIP
The Management Committee have set the membership fee for 2024/25 at $40, being no change from the previous year. The membership fee is now overdue, so if not paid please endeavour to pay the Treasurer, Joe Buchta, as soon as practicable. There has been an increase in the capitation fee we are required to pay to Probus South Pacific Ltd. That fee is now $19 for the year, an increase of $2.25 on last year. This fee is included in the Club membership fee. Please note that payment should be by EFT to the Club account at Reliance Bank (See item 2 above), or payment in person to Treasurer Joe Buchta (0427-342-541).  Please note also that Reliance Bank do not now accept cheques; so payment must be by EFT or cash. If any difficulty with payment contact Treasurer Joe or Secretary Mike O’Neill for resolution. If paying by cash, please make sure to sign the payment list; this insures that we have a record of payments in case of memories which may fail us from time to time.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLUB
This was held at the March General Meeting on Wednesday, March 6th last. We are still seeking a Vice-President, so a volunteer for this position would be gratefully received.
CHANGEOVER LUNCHEON
 The luncheon will take place at Panthers Club on Wednesday, April 3rd next. Cost for the luncheon will be $40, which cost will be partly subsidised by the Club. This covers a 2-course sit-down meal: main and sweets. There will be lucky-door prizes. Also a bar service. Please give thought to attending on this occasion – it’s one of our key occasions in the Probus year, and a chance to play host to wives and partners. Members who have indicated an intention to attend, or have since the March meeting decided to attend, but have not as yet paid, should pay no later than the week prior to the luncheon. Please note that payment should be by EFT to the Club account at Reliance Bank (See item 2 above), or payment in person to Treasurer Joe Buchta (0427-342-541) or Secretary Mike O’Neill (6332-2064). Please note also that Reliance Bank do not now accept cheques; so payment must be by EFT or cash. If any difficulty with payment contact Joe or Mike for resolution. 
If members attending wish to reserve places at a luncheon table, this can be done by placing a visible note at an appropriate table place, so that other members will know that the place is reserved. There is no official reservation procedure; so be early if you wish to reserve a place.
SUGGESTED CHANGES TO THE PROBUS CONSTITUTION
These were discussed at the Management Committee meeting on Wednesday, November 22 last. The main proposed changes are:
(i) No longer necessary for a new Probus club to be sponsored by a Rotary club. A new Probus club may be sponsored by PSPL, a Rotary club, another Probus club or a Probus Association.
(ii) No longer necessary for a prospective member to have a previous occupation; only needs to be a retiree or semi-retiree.
(iii) No longer necessary for a prospective member to be from a professional or business background or from a “worthy occupation”.
(iv) No longer necessary for a prospective member to be sponsored by two existing members, unless required in a Standing Resolution of the Club. However applicants will still need to be approved by the Management Committee.
(v) A Club may have no more than 2 Vice-Presidents.
(vi) No restriction on the number of times a member my serve on the Management Committee.
(vii) By-Laws to be replaced by Standing Resolutions. PSPL will provide clubs with a recommended set of Model Standing Resolutions for their consideration.
(viii) If a Club winds up, its assets may be a transferred to a charity or another Probus club.
Our own Management Committee have no objections to the proposed changes, only slight misgivings about the replacement of By-Laws by Standing Resolutions. Previously By-Laws and the Probus Constitution have been presented to members upon their induction. Although the aim of changes is to give greater flexibility to Club rules and modus operandi, it would appear that Standing Resolutions could be a constantly changing set of rules and modus operandi, which could be quite confusing for new members. Anyway, let’s see what PSPL proposes for its Model Standing Resolutions.
If any member has strong objections to the above proposed changes, or suggested amendments please let Mike O’Neill know. The deadline for comments was 15th December, 2023, but it’s likely that further discussions will be held with clubs. There has been further correspondence from PSPL on this matter, and some of the above changes have been reversed. Management Committee will consider these latest changes and report to the May General Meeting.
 LATEST CHANGES TO PROPOSED CONSTITUTION
PSPL have flagged further changes to the proposed Constitution:
(a) The Preamble has been expanded to include a reference to the origins of Probus;
(b) As has always been the case: the club should be non-political and non-sectarian. “However, the merits of any public question may be the subject of study or discussion at a club meeting for the information of members.” has been re-instated – it was in the previous Constitution under which we operated;
(c) Permission is given for the Club to participate in community service activities, as long as “such activities are not for the benefit of a third party, including for a specific purpose, cause or charity, and that individual participation is entirely voluntary”.
(d) The PSPL logo is a registered trademark and not to be used without written approval from PSPL;
(e) A number of clauses have been softened to ensure soft compliance to PSPL requests for information, rather than what might seem like a demand; 
(f) 9(viii) above has been amended to allow a Club which is being wound up to transfer its funds to one or more Probus clubs, rather than to a charity.
(g) For an incorporated Club ( and that means us) we are required to ensure that the Preamble and Articles of Association are included (in bold and italic typeface) in the rules adopted for incorporation. We are hoping that PSPL will give us advice in this regard.
(h) 9(v) above has been returned to its original form in which a Club may have two or more Vice-Presidents.

A trip to Bathurst Racecourse Thursday 29th February, from 10:00 am
Unfortunately this activity had to be cancelled at the last minute, owing to last-minute changes communicated to us from the Bathurst Racing Club. These changes were a significant change to what we had anticipated, and would have made the occasion much less appealing to our Club.
Morning Tea Payment
This will remain at $6 per member per meeting, except for luncheon meetings. Please endeavour to have the correct money, as this obviates the necessity for a float.
Visit to Oak Tree Retirement Village
This took place on Wednesday, March 20th last. It involved an introductory  talk by the Village Manager, and 5 separate mini-tours of Village activities, all of which were preceded by a BBQ in the village recreation area. Wives, and partners attended. Paul Chapman organised this event, and it was an outstanding success, as attested by those attending.
 Panthers Membership Reminder 
Just a reminder to members to make sure that your Panthers membership is current for 2024, as this will prevent any hold-ups at the signing-in counter.
 Change of Email Address and Phone Number
The email address for Kevin Miller and those for Paul Chapman and Gavin Christie have been changed. And we have an email address for our latest member, Peter Cole. The new addresses will be given in the latest membership list to be forwarded soon to all members. Joe Buchta’s landline phone number is non-operative, and his mobile number is 0427- 342-541.
 Extended Time for Member Talk
Following on from the motion at the AGM to the effect that the time for a member talk should be extended from the present 10 minutes to 20 minutes, the unanimous opinion of the Management Committee is that this motion should be approved and the extended time implemented from the next General Meeting.
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