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                    DECEMBER  NEWSLETTER  2025           No. 456
Birthdays for December 2025: 
Jim Schaerf 20th  (79)
Birthdays for January 2026:
Ian Ramsay 3rd  (80)
Clive Drown 18th  (90)
NEXT MEETING
Xmas Luncheon Wednesday 3rd December, 2025
12 noon for a 12:30pm sit-down
IMPORTANT DATES IN COMING MONTHS
Xmas Luncheon Wednesday, December 3rd  , 2025
Next General Meeting Wednesday, February 4th , 2026
OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
Alan Petersen is recovering after a restorative operation. John Matthews as he also copes with health problems. John is in partial remission, and is undergoing bouts of immunotherapy. He sends his best wishes to Probus. Please remember Peter Kolek who has been in hospital for some time with a back problem, and remains in hospital undergoing rehab. President Lindsay Cox is focussing on member welfare and so would appreciate information on members who are in poor health and unable to attend meetings. Lindsay’s phone number is   0429 916  618, and would ask that members send a text message, or phone message rather than call directly. 
GUEST SPEAKER
The guest speaker for February, 2026 will be announced in 2026.
20-MINUTE SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY
To be announced in 2026.
FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
1. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
               Management Committee for 2025/26:
President: Lindsay Cox;  Vice-President: Yet to be appointed;  Immediate Past President: Gavin Christie;  Secretary: Mike O’Neill : Treasurer: Joe Buchta; Assistant Treasurer: Mike Hardie; Programme Director (Guest Speakers): Ian Pellow ; Programme Director (20-Minute Speakers & Travel):Paul Chapman;  Functions & Catering Officer: Joe Buchta ; Club Badge Keeper: Ian Pellow ; Attendance Officer: Jim Schaerf ;Committee Members: Kevin Miller & Tom Murphy;  Newsletter Editor: Mike O’Neill. Public Officer: Mike O’Neill
Club Contact: Mike O’Neill 6332-2064  Email: mjoneill31@yahoo.com.au 

Non-Committee Officers:
Auditor: Charles Fogliani ; Greeter & Badge Asst: Tim Hector ; Raffle: Barry Pickup ; Webmaster: No appointment as yet ; Club Photographer: Bob Cassidy ; Membership Secretary:  Bob Cassidy.
1.  CLUB BANK ACCOUNT
Reliance Bank BSB No. is 882 000 , Account No. is 300 003 446 Please ensure that you reference an EFT payment with your name, and indicate what the payment is for.  Please note that when making an EFT payment, the name Unity Bank may appear on the screen. There is no need for concern as Unity Bank and Reliance Bank are now one and the same. 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS
Membership numbers have declined. We currently have 41 members (36 active and 5 honorary). Please think hard about any male friends who might be potential members, give them a short run-down on the way we operate, and invite them to a General Meeting, or drop a Probus promotion leaflet in their letterbox. On the first visit, guests of members are not required to pay the Morning Tea payment.
Average age of current members is 84 years.
SUGGESTIONS TO BOOST MEMBERSHIP
Management Committee is continuing with a recruitment drive based upon valued suggestions from members and using promotional material from a previous recruitment, including a regular Community Service announcement on radio station 2BS.  2BS is under new management, but the new manager Nils Gustafson assures us that they are quite willing to mount Community Service announcements for our Club. We are presently arranging for a member to do a voice promotion for us. 
CLUB WEBSITE
The Club has its own website, courtesy of PSPL: 
           https://www.probus southpacific.org/microsites/bathurstm
Out-of-date articles have been removed and the Management Committee is in the process of uploading photos of relevant current activities.
ANNUAL CLUB MEMBERSHIP
The Management Committee have set the Annual Club Membership for 2026/27 at $45, an increase of $5 from 2025/26 . This should be paid at the February or March General Meeting and paid to Treasurer Joe Buchta. Payment should be in cash, as our bank do not accept cheques, or paid by EFT. (See item 2, above for Bank details). We have been informed by PSPL that the Affiliation Fee for this year is set at $20/member, being an increase of $1 from last year. Our affiliation fees for this year have been paid to PSPL.
 7.     SUGGESTED CHANGES TO THE PROBUS CONSTITUTION
Copies of the new Constitution and Standing Resolutions have been posted to Clubs. A Sub-Committee of Management Committee has considered  these and reported to the Management Committee. A copy of the new Constitution has been sent to all members on email, together with draft Standing Resolutions for our Club as suggested by the Management Committee. At the September General Meeting the New Constitution and Standing Resolutions were passed unanimously. 
A recent communication from PSPL has advised that a small omission in the approved constitution has necessitated a change which will have to be approved at the February General Meeting in 2026.
     8.     MORNING TEA PAYMENT & BBQ PAYMENT
The Management Committee have approved the member suggestion that the morning tea payment should be $10, with all members attending being entered automatically in the Club raffle for that day. Please endeavour to have the correct money, as this obviates the necessity for a float.
Future BBQ’s at the River Park will require a payment of $5 per person. Another measure to improve our financial position.

9.     Change of Email Address or Phone Number
Joe Buchta’s landline phone number is non-operative, and his mobile number is 0427- 342-541. If your email address or phone number has changed since last year, please inform Mike O’Neill so that the Membership Secretary is able to make the adjustment to the Club’s Membership List.





                10.   Club Outings in the Future
A train trip to StuartTown is in the offing for 2026, as the hotel is now under new management and is open every day, including for lunch.  
President Lindsay Cox is organising a post-meeting lunch in the Bistro at  Panthers for those members wishing to participate. This will follow immediately after each General Meeting. Members attending will order their own lunch from the Bistro menu.

                11.   My Aged Care Registration
Immediate Past President Gavin Christie has suggested that it would be advantageous for members to register with MyAgedCare, reason being that bus trips on the Community Bus are half-price if registered. Registration is the first step, and does not necessitate an immediate request for home help etc, but smoothes the way for future home help etc when needed. 
Registration is able to be achieved by phone application MyAgedCare on 1800 200 422, or by visiting the MyAgedCare website.

               12.   Club Membership List
The usual Club Membership List has been distributed to all members. Please check that your details on this list are correct.
                13. Attendance at Management Committee Meetings
Immediate Past President Gavin Christie has suggested that from time to time ordinary members may wish to attend a Management Committee Meeting to put a particular point of view on a current matter. If so, it would be helpful to mention your intention to Secretary Mike O’Neill beforehand so that your matter is able to be listed on the agenda.
               

                   14. Re-imbursement from Petty Cash
Re-imbursements in future will be rounded to the nearest dollar amount, which will obviate the need to have a large assortment of coins available.
                   15. Probus Day this year
It has been decided by mutual agreement among the Bathurst Probus clubs that we forgo a celebration of Probus Day this year in anticipation of a big celebration next year, which is a 50th Anniversary for Probus in Australia.
Our Club has planned a BBQ at the Riverbank Park in October, 2026 as our special activity for the 50th anniversary, October being Probus Month.
                    16. Probus Xmas Luncheon
This will take place on Wednesday, December 3rd next. Time is 12 noon for a 12:30 sit-down. Members were asked at the October General Meeting to indicate intention to attend, with payment made at the November General Meeting, or alternatively by EFT to our Club Account. Cost for a 2-course meal (main & sweets) is $42 per person. Usual lucky-door vouchers. Still not too late to indicate that you will be coming – payment by cash on the day or by EFT. We must know the number of attendees by Wednesday, November 26. Wives, Partners, Friends are welcome to attend. There will be a presentation of years of membership badges to 5 members. This is one of our special occasions for the year, and we hope members will fit it into what is usually a busy time for Xmas functions around that time. 
                    17. Attendance at the November General Meeting
There were 28 members in attendance at the November General Meeting, which corresponds to nearly 80 % of our active membership 0f 36. A pleasing result in view of a run of cold weather in early Spring.
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