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	           Doreen Combined Probus Club, Inc

Fun, Fellowship and Friendship through respect for all 




Minutes of the monthly General Meeting of Doreen Combined Probus Club Inc. held on Wednesday 4th June 2025 at the Orchard Road Community Centre in Doreen.
Meeting opened at 1pm by Vice President Lea Harris who formally welcomed all members. Lea also welcomed our visitors Robyn Christensen, Judith and Graham Greenway, Wendy Henderson. These four visitors have filled in an Expression of Interest Form.
Four new members, Judith Gentle, Leanne Lewis, Alan McMullen and Fabian Lovrecich were presented with their Welcome Packs by the Vice President. Each new member gave us an insight into themselves.
Minutes of the May General Meeting were emailed to all members along with News and Views. Members were asked if there was any business arising from the Minutes and as there was no mention from the floor or through the Secretary the May Minutes were passed, signed and dated by the Vice President Lea Harris.  Moved:  Ron Young     Second: Karen Finnin

Correspondence In:

· Newsletters – St. Helena, Eltham North x2 and Bundoora.

· Grant Opportunity – Dept. Foreign Affairs

· Nomination for Victorian Senior of the Year from Whittlesea Council.

· Request further information regarding Community Hub Submission.

· Seeking Ambassador for Whittlesea 2025 Seniors Festival 

· Dementia Pamphlets from Dementia Australia.

· Thank you email from Karen Finnin for her best wishes and flowers.

· Active Retirees Magazine.

· Another Government Grant Opportunity –

· PAV (Probus Association Victoria) 2025 Golf Day Notice.

· Probus South Pacific New Board Details.

· Planning Ahead, Money, Ageing and family information Whittlesea Council 12th June 10-12 and morning tea supplied. Any interest in any of this correspondence see me after meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:
Jackie gave the figures as of 7th May 2025




Balance







$16,679.96              Deposits                                  


                            1,844.00
            Expenses                             


                         
     8,980.35

Balance as of 4th June 2025


                                       $9,543.61
 

Petty Cash 


$43.20

Less Milk      


    6.00

Balance       

            $37.20

 

2.

Deposits:                                
                                      

Membership       


$110.00

Door prize                                            126.00

Christmas In July                                 108.00

Deposits for Adelaide                        1,500.00

Total                                                 $1844.00
 

 

Expenses:
Door Prize                                            $31.66

Welfare                                                 218.80

New member pens                                 46.00

Spirit Travel Adelaide Deposits          8,400.00

A/tea items                                                7.00

DVTC New member badges                   58.00

Gifts for Christmas in July                       61.72

Orchard road room rent                          63.00

Stationery items                                      94.17

Total                                                 $8,980.35      Moved: Pam Powell   Second:  Millicent Haddick
Long Trips:
Sonia advised that she had 29 names for the Adelaide Trip. There was still room for more if any member wishes to join.
Guest Speakers:

Sandi mentioned that Lyn Lofts will be today’s speaker and will be talking about the Gold Rush Days when Australia was an early colony and fortune seekers came from all over the world hoping to strike it rich. The hardships that faced them make amazing tales to hear.

Sandi has speakers booked for this year and beyond.  Well done, Sandi.
Dine Outs:
Jenni spoke on behalf of Romaine as well about the Ladies Lunches, Christmas in July and the wonderful lunch at Growling Frog last week. Christmas in July luncheon is at Mandalay Golf Club and there are still a few spots left to fill the 60-person limit. You will find the contents of her speech in the News and Views.

Day Outings:
Helen is travelling so Jenni advised that there is nothing current, but Helen and Leonie Sabine have ideas for the coming months.

Men’s Lunch:

David Bradshaw invited all new members to join up at the Men’s Lunch at the Bridge Inn Hotel each month. Details are in the News and Views.
Membership:
Carmel advised that there were 86 members present, with 31 apologies and 3 absent.

There were four visitors. Pat said that we had reached our membership total now and would not be able to add any more to that total. We have five Expressions of Interest and will need to discuss this at our committee meeting. Any further inquiries will need to be advised of other Probus Clubs in the area. 
Trailblazers:
We still do not have a co-ordinator.  Leonie Hill said that Probian Wanderers are going to Benalla in October and Torquay in February, if members are interested in a trip away with the group. This may fill the gap until we have a Trailblazer coordinator.  These trips are for all Probus Clubs. 
Welfare:

Judy said that there were 3 members with covid/ flu symptoms. Graeme Numa is slowly improving. Judy filled us in with information regarding the baby boomers and world changing events that we have lived through. We are the fortunate ones.

News and Views:

Heather had nothing to report. We all thank Heather for the magnificent work she performs to put it all together.

Hospitality:

This is all in order and there are plenty of supplies. The team of hospitality ladies are working well together, and we thank them for their contribution to the members enjoyment.

General Business:

Sonia advised that LINK had dropped off their new booklet with all their outings and events. So, get in quick and book an outing. Pat has taken a supply home if any member missed out and will bring them back to the next meeting. Sonia put an article explaining the procedure of getting into the aged care system.

Lea Harris closed the meeting for afternoon tea at 1.25pm

Guest Speaker began at 2pm.
Lyn Lofts spoke on the Gold Rush days. The talk was an historical discussion of the 1851 gold rush. Life was tough in the goldfields with initially men only from other countries and locals slaving all day, surviving on mutton and flour, sleeping in bark huts all for the pursuit of gold.

Women finally appeared on the goldfields making life more complicated as this amounted to relationships and the sad plight of stillborn babies as well as their own deaths, buried in unmarked graves around Castlemaine. Most of the gold found went back to England.

Door Prize was drawn, and the lucky winner was Lilliann Doran.
Vice President Lea Harris closed the meeting at 2.50pm.

Minutes taken by Pat Williams
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  Dated:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

